The compartments in which the loose bodies were found and from which they were removed are set out in Table II . In some patients, the loose body was moved to the suprapatellar pouch for ease ofremoval. Loose bodies were identified in, and removed from, the posteromedial compartment of six patients, and from the posterolateral compartment of two, emphasising the importance of familiarity with the arthroscopic approach to these compartments.
One patient was discharged on the same day as operation, 44 on the following day and five two days after operation ; three of these patients had two operations.
The mean time for return to working fitness was 5.9 days with a range of 1 to 12 days ; this was slightly less in patients engaged in light occupations (mean 5.7 days, range 1 to 12 days) than those in heavy occupations (mean 6.6 days, range 1 to 12 days). 
DISCUSSION

